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Magsachusetts; on Friday; October 15. 1982; commencin

Y s
on Excellence in Education on EDUCATION FOR THE

GIFTED AND TALENTED. held in the Gutman Library

(3

at 8:30 o'clock a.m..

Cv

SITTING:  Commissioner WILLIAM O. BARER, Presiding;
Commissioner DAVID P. GARDNER, Chairman;

Commissioner CHARLES A: FOSTER, Jr.;
Y :

Commissioner RICHARD L. WALLACE:
Commissioner MARGARET S. MARSTON;
Commissioner ANNE GAMPBELL; ‘'

.Commissioner GERALD HOLTON. .

Weicoming Remarks from Hosts

Mr. DEREK C. BOK (Pfééiaéﬁf; Héfﬁéfa Uﬁiﬁéféif§p.
Good morning. It is wonderful that, you are all here.
We are very happy to welcome the Commission and all

of you who have come today.

as the 1970s were céiied' the decade of access and

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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S eaaiitériarxiér’fx. the 1980s seem to be the decade of
2 quality and excellehee |
3 | I hope we can all taks those words mozil:
4 as éEEiféééé of the media and not take them too - -
5 seriously, Béeéuee they certéinly ere not;nln anj
6 sense; mutually exc1u51ve I think, ten years ago,
7 a conference at a major univer51ty on the subgect of
8” the education of the specxaliy gifted would héve been
9 éevefely crit1c1zed es elltlst or perhaps even wotse,
.ﬁ. ; and that, ef course, would have been very wrong
ii Béééﬁée Eﬁeéé catchwords for eééh of the dec des are
© 19 . really not only both 1mportant but very strongly
13 | 'complimentary; Certalnly, EE&E has never been more
14 ’ true than it xs at the preS ent £1me.

15 | - : We know' frun looklng at demographlc :
16 . trends, that the’ numberaof people enterlng the work
17 - foree every year is getting progre551ve1y smaller.
i8 There will be over 20 ﬁéf cent fewer hlgh School
19 ‘graduates ten years from now than there were just a
w|| ~  few years ago, at a “ime when Ehe necds Eot wedis
51 educateds talétitéd well-trained people in society
29 are presumably grow1ng all the t;me. That means, to
23|l Eé;:at least,; a he;ghteﬁed need for access éﬁd
o4 spportunity, not only for their own sake, not only

IS
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£57 socizl justice, but because we need to mobilize
every bit of télént.that we have in the country to

meet our common demands far makxne as progre551ve
s::iéty work better. And, having melllZEd that
talent, we need to know how to educate it, how to
nurture it, how tb‘ééVéibp itbéé Béé& we can because

I

_we W111 not have any talent in our. soc1ety that we

can afford té_wéété;.'

w.

o, in that spirit, this is an eﬁérméﬁéli

'iﬁﬁ&fﬁéﬁf subject: We are aeirghted to have even

'this small part in helping the Commission in its

1mportant work. We salute ﬁﬁaa 555 are doing, wé

"""" 9

move ybut work-élbng to a éugcessful conclusion we

will be able to carry ‘out: So; wéiaaaé to you all;

and I wish, you the most productlve day and a most

illuminating and informative final conclusion to your

efforts: ‘ |
.Commissionér MARSTON. Mr. Bok; may I ask you

Prés id ot BOK .Oh5 sure.
Commissioner MARSTON: Excuse me; I didn't
mean to startle you.

President BOK. No, not at all: I just didn't

BURT REPORTING ASBOCIATES
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expect a question: (Laughter.) I was hoping that my

°
-

role was purely ceremonial. (Renewed laughter.)

Commissioner MARSTON: I hope that you will

not feel that I am being terfibiy personal, but it

_has been brought to our attention that your mother-

. in-law and father-in-law have received a Nobel ‘Prize,

and we at the Commission thought perhaps because you
know them very well, you might Be able to share what .
kiﬁae’bf educational Beckgfbunag they haa and if they

were 1dent1f1ed very early as a ngted student and

-

if tbey were tracked. Is this too early to ask such

a question?
‘President BOK: No, not at all, not at aii.

< * .

You are very péfbéptiVe to have noted what happened

to my family: You know that many families have

married for money. I looked at my, family very

candidly and decided that 1r was important to marry

for. brains ;. (laughter) as I'did.

‘But, as I look at my father ~in- law and my

- mother-in-law; I tﬁink it is probabiy-true that my

féthér-in-iéw wee'iaeﬁtifiéd~écmewhat early, But

‘\
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good education. HLHe start ted out as a LaWyer and then

changed his mind and went into economics: And I’
suppose, in a sense, at that time, the educational

opportunitles were somewhat 11m1ted He was fértnnate
éaaagﬁ to come fgéﬁ a middle-class family that cnuianw

move eaélly into that, the éaucatibnéi‘6§§6fﬁdﬁifié§

that did exist, and take full advantage of them.

very much more interestlng becaUSe she was not in

a

=
that situation. She was the daughter of someone who
was very - 1nf1uenced by Rbusseau and moved the faﬁil§

out in the country .and was really rather epposed to

having any books in the house. So, she was only able
to read books surreptltlously and then fonnd at the

age of fourteen; that the only schoollng opportunitles

avai ble were restrlcted to men. -

So, she worked as a cashiér; instéaa of -
g01ng to.hlgh school and then she saved her money
so that she would be abie to go away to a school that

she read about in the newspaper.

that there had to be a paper ‘that her parents had to
sign. So, with great treprdattonﬁ‘she-brought the

-
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up. Shé burét into teats and, at that 55155; I don'E

‘tracked as someong épeciallydgalentedi because, indeed,

‘every possible obstacle had been thrown in her way.

'largely through the accide nt of a bicycle trlp that

. brought her husband of 58 years to their house -- she

‘reasonable education, and then pulled herself up by

s
0

paper to her father who. as 1 said, had these rather
strong anti-institutional beliéfs. He tore the paper

pavd

Maybe that is a very heartening thing.

Maybe it shows ghat very great talent cannot be kept

dcwn very easrly because, in one way or another, --.

did manage to éééapé_this env1ronment get s ome

her own merits in,a society at that time not too
hospitable to women, to eventually become a United
Nations official, an ambassador, -4 cabinet secretary,

o

1

I don't, for one moment, believe that we

can re1y on that tale to dlsregard the importance of

’ but
educatlng the specially talented; /it is nice to knaw

that, even 1f you have a soclety that sllps up in
that regard5 some pédple are going to force_therr way
through and realize whatever talents they have.

Excuse me for belng so personal, but

BURT REPORTING ASSDCIATES
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. * commissioner MARSTON. No; thank you very much.
Ms. PATRICIA ALBJERG GRAHAM (Bean, Harvard
Graduate School of Education): I think, after Mr.

Bok's very important remarks at the beginning and his

cautionary tale to those of us who are responsible

for institutions of education, I think we need to

“

and Alva Myrdahl, in institutions and not in institu-

tions. S s . o
We here at the School of Education accept

the responsibility to try and help educate people

under whatever circumstances, and we welcome you
foday. | | -
It is a wonderful opportunity for éé here
at the School of Education, for our students and f£or
our éaéuity, to have the opportunity to pa;ﬁicibéﬁé
in this hearihg{ I am aéiigﬁféé; also, that a number

-

of our alumnae are here to take advantage of your
- o N
coming to town. So, we thank you vexy much:.

it ié‘i%?éfﬁiéﬁiéi pledsure for me; t00,

are former colleagues of mine when I worked in the

°

.;,,
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- and’ Président Bok: ) .
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government. So, on behalf of those of us heres at the

School of Education, We welcome you and encourage you

to go on with today's activities. .Thank you.

Commissioner BAKER: Thank you, Dean Graham

N
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g
<

—"-
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‘I am B
Commission on Ex%eiieﬁce in E3Qééﬁiéﬁ, whose Chairman
R o T S '
is Pavid Gardner, and whose fellow Commissioners are

"Mr. Foster, Mr. Jallace, Ms. Marston, Cpmmisgionér

Campbell, who are sitting with us here; and we are

privileged indeed to sponsor this conference'on the .

role of the gifted and talented in excellence in

education. & am delighted that Mr. Bok was willing
to illustrate, 'so modestly &nd amiably, the feelings:

dualities of it in pursuing matters of excellence.

« . I am tempted to go on to-assure you that

R

Mr. Bok's generic plan for the Bok family has worked

in many forms. For instance, those of us. who were
privileged to participate in the graduation of a
daughter a couple of years ago can affirm very strongl

e = —

that his intention for the student of intelligence has
succeeded:
We, in other ways, as well, are grateful

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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to be here in this historic region noted for the

pursuit of excellence and the matters of the mind

and. again there are many illustrations associated

 with. this ﬁnivérsity.

‘The attraction of the attention of the
Nobel Committee seems to be endemic in that celebratin
200 years of exceiienee in thé‘Me&iééi School; Mr:

Prizes in physiology and med1c1ne on the spot. .My

colleague, Mr. Bergstrom was once a student of his.

' Unlver51ty and able to recall also Dean Graham s'

' dlstlnguxsheo work for the nation in other times in

your role in Washington and elsewhere.

With: respect to the conduct of the hearing

we are grateful for all sorts of’Belp from Mr. Robert

‘and the staff of the Department s Regional Office;

We were much helped by Mr. Crowley with a'variety of

of the eoﬁ@isSiohéﬁéﬁeré able to participate in two-
site visits, including those to the Buckingham-Browne.
& Nichols School, with Mr: Gunness; the Headmaster,

and the Brookline High §choo1j'where Mr. McCarthy is

- . BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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the Headmaster. And we have been favored by fortune
in heing abie'té meet'ﬁith many of our aééééiates in:

a major ebhféreﬁce'héré-as well.

Through the hearing agenda, we hope to
bring sut, thanks to the skilled conferees who have
agreed to jain ues’the‘eieﬁeﬁté of Eﬁéléaaaéﬁiaﬁ of

the gifted and taiented in which the Commission can
be active, and we shall have those witnesses and those
iﬁtrbdcctibﬁs-té our discussion thié ﬁéfﬁiﬁg; ﬁhéﬁ'

for a statement at this podlum and, in that time,.

ﬁhat the? are able to say, and their cumplete atate-

ments w111 be included in the written record of the

We shall then, after the group of
§§é§éﬁééfiaa§; have édﬁé'geﬁéraivdiéeﬁésibﬁ‘aﬁ65\frcm
about 12:00 o'clock to i-bbf'wewéhéii adjourn for
lunch, and the hosp:taitt& of the region again ‘has
provided a nearby cafeteria across the street at
Lbﬁgfellcw Hall for luncheon for the audience.

‘fﬁ’thé'aftéfﬁbbhg wé w111.announce the

schediule of puhiic witnesses who wili-testify-durxng

BURT REPORTING Assu:m'rss .
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'1nst111ed into our mission by Secretary Bell and.

. R ’ o o ‘77777~7 == 7"7”7 o
and aspire to greatness in our affairs. And 1 say

 we are hoping to reflect in this hearing something

Ehe-aftérnedng and we shall hear. a156; from some
individuals.’ |
| Those of you who are interested id
presenting testlmony should fill out a registration
i _ - v
card at the entrance table éhring the morning break;
which will be, perhaps, at about 10:30.
And, asvwe'said;_we are fortunate to hé-r

guests of the BniVeréity éﬁd_haviﬁg the chance to

explore thls emplre and the primary theme of excellenc

carried fbfwérd as . the prineipal goal of this effort
by Dr. Gardner and his associateS*. o |

-It.is through these pecially talented
and giftéd.graauates of our schools and colleges that
we carry ferﬁér& the intéiieetﬁai ah& prbfeééibnai

genius of our nation and that we can claim excellence

thét with étrangffééiing as a consumer in the enter-

price in which I have spent a iifétiﬁe, which is,'”f

course, entireiy‘&ependent on these graduates; and

abbut what hépbeﬁé to ﬁéaﬁié who are éaaéatéa and who

'We must, however be min&fui ef Milton s

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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we' do believe,” however that this nation and this

15

lines in ﬁaraAisé Lost, which said, '"Consider first,

1

‘that great or brlcht infers not excellence.'' ' This
does tell -us again that excellence meaﬁs merit3
soodness , virtué, and superiority; that which is
raised, elevated and surpasses. It is ebt the
ordinary dimension of "Bfigﬁﬁaé§§“ alone or . |

greatneee" alone; of mind or body:. It is rather

-~

for the iﬁ&i%i&ﬁél&, Ehﬁee:whcm we are coneidétihg

éia Béiﬁg, sustalned and often 1ﬁ1tiatéd by their
education. . - - ':'.', E
So, what can we expect to say today that
is new or notable about this, which is ome of the
sions of all hlstory7 -Edﬁéétiéﬁ ﬁiﬁﬁ ali éflifé

needs and: meanings . has not lacked dlscuséibﬁ or :

d finitions. it is fall of one-liners, like Mark

Fischer's, who said that education is '"the pfééééé'r

-of’ dr1v1ng a set of prejudices down 'your throat," or
Trader Horn, who was a bit more philosophic in §é§1ﬁg;
"that education teaches you to walk alone". In fact,

govermment, this Fe&erai-éOVétﬁméﬁt* can do new things
with aﬁd’féf the role 6fsé&ﬁééfi6ﬁ in fecégnifion'endﬂ

w

L
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Communication Age, the Knowledge Age, and it is a

16

as a goal.
The reason for this bold presumption is

iérgéiy in. the hlstorlc c1rcumstances of the 20th
Century condition, which'President Bok has already
touched on with such elbqueﬁeé. This condition is
often named the Computef Age, the Information and
particular joining of bur'civiii ation with sdience
aaa éﬁéiﬁééfihé; These éBh&iiiBhé, ihéiﬁ&ihg such
eléqueﬁce as nuclear weépons3 have_ied us to thé

were tasked to try to meet that challenge chose

educatron and maJor evolutrons auring the '50s and ;66§,

as partic ular goals. These derlvatives, which have
now resuited in some of the §u§eib’ventures bf human

mentallty, whether in the exploratlon of space, whother

in the explcratibn of the cell, or whatever else.

~And these herves of science and technologyl,

even of space navigation and biologlcal and ecolog1ca1

on learnlng, a new condltlon for heroism in many

Et:m'r REPORTING AssnclATEB
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‘respects.

‘and that is education:

T A 12

They need all the other basic virtues,
of course, the students we are talking about do ==
the Qiriuee bf diiigence; strength, stability,
commitmenf, and eaéfg§; but Eaaw;éagé-ié Eﬁédéééenée
of their actions, and this is knowledge that is .

organlzed accumulated and reflned worthy, by an

hlstorlcal exercise of scholarshxp, and it adds ﬁp;
of course,; to what all of you here are ccmmltted to,
And; in addition to thakt 5u£<iiVéiiﬁebd,
but;natibnaidétrengtn, our gross national ﬁdeﬁét
are coming from the §éry1ce<indusnr1es. The use of
kﬁc&iéagé and the handling of infbrmatinn3 in forms

that are qu1te new and unfamxixar to many. And- so, we|.

as consumerss as c1tlzens, and as the-ones who depend

perv331on of it into both ordrnary and extraordinary
affairs. |
“Léaaiag this Béﬁ‘EBIé‘éf RnEWiedgé and °

one knows better thanvbthers; It is not the suggestidn

_—— = - - = — -
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longer period of the telegraph, it has been found in

:century; For. such communlcatlon and computer systems

of ornanlzlng societies; nations, economies, and.

. townes and Schawlow on the laser; Stibitz on: the

£
'

18 |

that this is the only thing; but it is an important
one.

the invention of the telephone here in Boston, not

far from this site, by.Dr. Bell, ; and in the somewhat

that historic ti”e— and found as a matter of fact,

mostly since the mid- Gentury, that the output of

thoughtr the human expr si on ln lece and vision,

: %
by electrxcal analog waves and digital pulses.v And

these nature has 1et us put Into the machines of this

as arise from these waveg of antxcxpatxon are truly
the whééls fof-knowiédge transport; and the engl”es

And so; on the one hand, the creation of
this era; in Wthh one has seen in the work with
Brattain, Bardeen and Shockley on- the transistor;
slectrical digital computer; and Shannon; who is' now
here in Cambridge; on the information theoretic base;

all thoée being samples in our own laboratories, thoss

‘
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19
1 aii;haVéfréquiréa themselves; as new creations, new
' levels of excellence in generations of students and
o 3|l = research and_aeveioément'exﬁonénts: Those are but.
4 : examples -'o'f the ’chaii’erigeg' we aié talking about which say
A\ 5 N _ that we had betEéE £ind the brxghter people,; we.ﬁaa
6 " petter educate tﬁéﬁ;.aﬁd we had better cﬁéiiéﬁgé\gﬁé
7| cultivate them. Indeed, these are levels of excellencel:
8 They have generated, i technological and ééiéﬁtifiéi
g ll ways; a m:.l:.eu for the meaning of knowledge., the poss:.-
0 _b:.l:.t:.es of learnmg, which enhances aii of the hxstory'
ul|l " of this before, ahd is a track on which we shall work
i2|| *  toddy and which our tutors in this study will tell us df.
13 We shall hear about the challeiiges that the gifted and
14| talentea need ana, in fact, want .
| 5] | ’ Just to conclude w:.th an empﬁaéié on iiﬁat these |
16 - new forces mean, 25 yon know, it is pretty well estab;,
17 o lz.shed that the basic dmi!ns:.ons of human actxon from
18 - the aiﬁa% ﬁat.ﬁéééééafiiy of thought; bﬁt.bf-Virtually-'
19 511 human action, those éiiﬁeﬁéibﬁs are about 40 bit'; a
% second ingreading, and '&iﬁﬁg and éé*éﬁi&tiﬁé; and -
21 _ .féaééiii;ﬁé; in sPeakmg,- and :Ln hearmg And that :.s_ |
22 || _‘ . being réiat”ed to dim’eiiéitjﬁ_é in mach:mesr,. which are
. 23 , éfﬁétiéaiii? aifféféﬁti In them, a s:mgi:e ch:;p, which
2 . is hand-held, can 'éaé'iii do a million bits a second.
- - L BDRT-REPORTING ASESOCIATES S
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_to thé horizon which we are pursuing eagerly of the

T <

-and on one fiontiér a million million, rise in how the

- of pe0p1e 1s only about a thousand tzmes.

13 'or'cAD/tgn_fn inéﬁstry are évérﬁbré éaiiy;imbéaaéa

_ponéér more éééply how,Wé are relatlng thls\Vast,,

'about the same number of neurons and synapses, but -

‘their management of logic, and memory, ‘and of tﬁé

e ) S 20

Larger assemblies of circuits range all the way up to

the gigabit per second processes of mMegacomputers .and
pico second or million million processes per second of
the machineés to come. So we have at least a million,
doxngs of the mtnd can be aided and augmented: This
might be thought of in coﬁpariéon to rocket propﬁision

Wﬁéfe that multxpiyrng factor for the physxcal .movement

we may need no more remlnders oflthis-'

impact, and we know that the role of video in arcades

in our culture. But these thmgs all do impel us €o
éﬁaﬁéé xn learnxng and in knowledge-to excellenceg
How do we. connect it to the best minds of the gifted
and talented atuaanta ana'spirita;of yoﬁth? All have :
about the same number of neurons, and one Of our
sPeakers will tell us{éﬁoﬁtltﬁat.éléﬁ§nﬁ;,Wﬁiéﬁ is;:

after a11 _the physlological space  “They all have

reaches far beyond these crude analogs, in the mxnd
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capn rise far beyond the" oraiﬁéf§
So, we 'shéll today and in thé copsequences -

- of this hearlng, ‘and the further work of our Natlonal

eommission; 1ook at the ever restless 1nterplay of
education and éxCépt;onal mlnds in these broadened
tefms: And the already forms that we have suggested
of learning this will be looked at and yet we have
vto ﬁaintain humllity in rea1i21ng that we still do
.not understand a single prlmary process 1n the signal -
handling systems of 11ving ‘things 1nc1uding us : oﬁi
science éaaiéégiaééfiﬁg of machines and their softward’
is crude compared to the infortﬁ'ation system of the
living ezii;j; |
These issies set a partlcular tone for
these hearings, and 1t 1s that excellence in 1earn1ng
ﬁﬁst come also to mean’ excelienéé in doing And

;those p0551b11ities exc1te us, and-animate ug ino all

forms One s -own experrence with aEBEE ten thoﬁséﬁ&

our*entérprise in recent times, convinces one deeply
that we are yet on tﬁe very bare beginning of how to

‘appreciate these components in our society.

So we take this m eetIng "o mean the very

,ﬁﬁﬁosite of " Oscar Wilde's statement that "Nothing thatf

¢

. i
E
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' is worth knowing can be taught We take rather the

' genius, we are honored to have this flrst session .
3

- that would not be charged against my twelve minutes, -

add my ccngratulations to President ‘Bok for the

say that I was in §wedén last summer and was impressed

:by the quallty of what I saw there and,_also the very

27|

principte of the contemporary essayiSt’jdééph Addiébn.‘
who said that, "Education is leading human souls to
what-is best : . : it éiGéS at éﬁéé'graée-aﬁé.

governmﬁlt to genlus "

And, in that perspective of approaching

begun by James Gallagher, Dlrectbr Df the Frank
Porter Graham Child Bevelopment-eenter of the

UﬁiVérsity of North Carolina at Chapel H%ii.
g Fi

Perspectives -on the Gifted and Talented from Research
and Practice T ’

'

JAMES 3. GALLAGHER. Thank you; Dr. Baker.

“If I might be allowed a personal comment

: t

-a1l right, I will hurry 1t a10ng I would like to
achievements of members of his famtly, but also forr

which we have here; and just as a side comment, to ;

homogeneons nature of that small society, and also

L
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1mp ed by how different the 51tuation is, the -
educational s:Lt:uat:10n 1n‘Sweden. than _1n this vexry

divorse. mnlti-cultural soclety

K

Porter Graham Ch11d=Development Center at the

University of ﬁortﬁ‘éaroiina.at Chapel Hill. I have -

 been involved in and “intrigued by the problems

‘sarrounding gifted children in the public educational

system for the past 25 yearé, io iiiinois, and
Washington; ﬁ:-e{;‘and for the 1last 12 years in

North Carolina; I am, delighted to have a chance to
present s ome thoughts to this Commission.
One of ‘the advantages of be1ng around for

sO long is to perceive the ups and downs ; - the_ébbs

and flows" of interest in this topic overrtime; and .

my intent today would be to pfééei‘it ‘some spec 1fic

' actions that I believe should be taken to Briné Botﬁ

short-range and long-range benefits to this somewhat
beieagueréd.fieid in education.
There is no doubt; I think, that we as a

society have strongly ambivalent feelings about our

»gifted and talented youth ‘ A grong love-hate -

relatronship,seems’to exist. We are proud of our

Eun'r Repnn-rma KSSDE]R‘TEB
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1 scholars who have achicved fine ﬁBrR‘ we are also
. 2 deepry EBBEérnéa abaut egélxtarlanlsm and we waver
3 in out attlt des about hon*thorough¥y we should
4 ~ provice spec1a1 programs for our best students. - Sb; | e
5 . we are strugglxng w1th a tug -of-war between two
€ + lepitimate edncational goals; excellence_on one hen&;.
7| and equity on the other o " .
8 ‘ We have recently seen the 25th annlversér§w”
9 of the Sputnlk scare. that represented one of the
w( majnr definable‘p01nt5'qf great public 1nterest in
11  ¢hie sducation of our most gifted and talented student§:
12 Twenty -five years. ago, Sputnik éaﬁéed a ma551ve and .
1B sbmewhat hurriéd reevaluation of our seeondary school
11 ; programs; mainly in the area 6f7§6iénée and mathematmcé;
15 . to determine why we were behind the Soviets. | i:’h_is )
16 : analysis lateyx spread to all of the content areas
1|~ and even down to the elementary school level. It
| résuiteﬁ'in dramatic changes nnd'imbrbvemenﬁ in the
19 | : .curﬁéuma%aﬁieﬁ benefitted: to a iéfgé' measure,
20 gifteé‘and talented students. | ’
21 - .In 1965, with the écﬁBiﬁ”EiSﬁ of
2| . ‘ desegregatlon and " the problems of Vletnaﬁ tne'entiré .
23 ,; | 1n1t1at1ve eeemed to be éBéﬁ&Bﬁe& We went tﬁrouéh |
| _ . in which
‘24 nlne years of a 1ateney perxad/ little or nothlng was
Il . . - BuRT REFORTING ABBOCIATES - o
o SR ;:_‘ .;‘ :-_b; 24 R - N _,.
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- done specifically in-this area.

Many people believe we are once again havrno 2 crisis

of confidence inp ourLabrlity to deal With,our problems.

‘students. Once again3 voices of:alarm are heard

f the students in the State of North Carolina féii

- fundamental achievement;_vFifteen per cent aiso

scored aﬁoﬁé'thé eighth and ninth gradé levels while

the economy, pollution, world hunger and unrest.

When we 16§é1665 confidence; paradoxically, we become

interested in the gifted

-

Coinc1dent With the 25th annxversary of

7

of adventure g Wé are worried about the quality of

our teaching of science and mathematxcs In our schoolg

and the tack of instructors to handle these capable

throughout the ¢ ountry:

»mmii_t.mwrhe speciflC need, I think for speciai

programming is 111ustrated in recent data that we

got from our own State of North Carolina. The State

below the fourth grade level in reading and

EURT REPDRTING ASBUEIKTEB
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" they wetre in the sixth grade, in achievement: 1,

Now; to ask the teacher to provide .the

necessary help for those children in deep educational
" trouble, to the §6eiégé student, and then éa give

, is to

reason why we need to have some kind of spe'i 1

progrémming foz theee;§oungsters.

Qur task during this ﬁéiiaa Sf enthusidsm

is to create a permanent infrastructure -- a capaollit?

for program 1mprovement that will last beyond the

-

of Interest when the publlc 'S attentlon is car ied on

to other thlngs. - - ‘ ' ' >

I was for three years in the Federal

Government and I learned a couple of thlngs ~~- one,

that 1t is 1mportant to plan for long-range goals,

and the.second is that we don t do it very well, not

at the State level and not at the Federal 1eve1 We

accumulate to unfortunate results; One speclfic =l

® E)

éiaﬁpié I have is a chart in the testimony, a special

L]

T2

analysis of the,expenditure of research in the Unlted-

/y BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES e
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1 o States made by the Offlce of Management and Budget

2 '$28 billion is spent on research and development in

3 | Eﬁe Hnrted States. in the year iééﬁ $28 bllllon

41 - B $12 .4 biiiion goes tD defense "another $9 billion

5 | goes to space and energy, and then=one travels down

6 || the list -- health, agriculture, tr’ansp"o’rt’ation --

71l ©  and, firally, to come at the bottom of the 1ist to-

8 $.2 billion on edusation, &s Dean Graham, I am sure,

9 {s very well aware. . N - S | i
10| - | I suppose one question we couid pose to

11 _’ Bﬁrséﬁéé is; _"Wh'cj sat down éﬁd decided that that

12 - was the’ proper allocation of research and development |
i3 - yxpendltures in our.soc1ety?" The answer; of course

|l 'is "No one,' not the Congress, not the person in the

15 t Oval 6ffice, 56 Bné individual; Everyone pursnrng

16 ' ? he1r own obJectives and their own goals added up to
17 o that result and, if we wish to change that unrntended '
18 l- result, then we had better plén to dellberately do 50
19 : It 1s the agportunity that this Commlssion has £o

%0 ..'pIOVide this,kind of sensrble_ptanning that;makes us

21 || eiéitéé éiib’i.it- tﬁésé;ﬁééri;ﬁgs. : | j

2| "~ One of the many ironles in these situatiods
2 | ' is that we afe already well aware of what is needed |
24 : ) ta'praﬁiaé the kind of catalytic é'uf;{;aié that would

L | o _ Bumrt EzrnﬁﬂNa ;&ssﬁ&-i;&;:s
o -l : ) : C 7‘ i; _2;1
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1 ) -energlze the schi ol systems for these youngsterC" We
2 know how to do it in industry, we know how to do 1t
; 3 in. agrlcuiture, we know how to do 1t even in educatlon,
4 because we have done it in education; it was for the
5 education of handicapped children.. Fienity=Five yeuts
6 ago, the edﬁéétion of handlcapped children was in
1 deeﬁ trouble and mired in 1ncompetency and Ineffic1ency.
;3_ ; The careful expendxtures oftnoney on the tOplCS that
9 . i & géiijg to mention to you has made that a respec-
10 . table fieid of education and one that we can be proud
i1 | . o'f,ﬂ,éhé Eﬁe Eﬁéét’iﬁh’ is; how does one do that? I e ‘
12 have £1ve or 51x sugge stions. :
13 The first is the deve lopment of 1eadersh1&
14 @ﬁéEEBEﬁei; Here we nee; to suppcrt advanced tréiﬁrng
‘is, ) for people, not only in educatxon; but 1n the content |
7 6] fields Bf science; and mat:héﬁiat:lcs, and art, and -
Y history, 50 that these people, éﬁééiéllsts in these .
is || content fields, become intrigued and interested in
w| gifted education. '. -
2 . During the last year and a half, we have
éi _' been involved Qitb the Natlonal Plannlng Effort on
22 _ the Education of Gi fted and Talented Students. One
23| 'V~of the thlngs we aia/ﬁés'sﬁfVéy tﬁé‘hééds'bf‘teéchefs;
local program d1rectors, state dlrectors of programs,
o | | ' BURT REPORTING ASSOEIATES
o . . ‘_ . L s c 28 -
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- on various 'épe'ts of glfted éaﬁéation. -Théré is a

. 29

afid we asked them what they needed: The predominant
need listed éBBéé‘aii the others fron the 1200 persons
aaéétiéﬁéa was the need for continuous ia—ééféiéé
training for the teachers on the joh; toletréngthen
the éapaBiir%ieé of those'féaehers on the firing line

who are working with these youngsters This means

[ - R
coffee after school ‘once a month but CDntanOUS

weekly in-service training with the teacher given
release time to carry on this training.' 7
Research and deveiopﬁenfzz There is
probabiy no greater need than research in the developt
ment of quatlity programs to encourage careful research

growing trena to earmark those 11m1ted research funds

not been a part of that earmarklng It would be

rmportant as’ part of a total program to encourage
more currlculum 1nnovatron more spec1f1c studles on
intellectual pféééssés, and the llke, as part of this
effort to strengthen and 1mprove programs. : L |

Demonstratrpn;programs.' The expenditure

of small funds of monéy to make visible innovative
and éiempiary'prograné'in'aii parts of the United -

 BUORT REPORTING-ASBOCIATES
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demonstration programs can, in addition; be centers

~is a teacher training center, in addition to being an

.committed to gifted education in that unit. - We have

. . :.: ; : 30 .

States puts a spotlight on successful and practical .

educational programs for zgifted students: These

of training and technical assistance and represent a.

tangible reminder of the importance of these programs:
One fine example of such a demonstration
project is the North Carolina School for Science and

part of the State of North Carolina in teaching and

R

innovative school.

i have soms material on this very
interesting adventure that I brought with me and .I
will be delighted to share it with the members of the

panel; if they are interested.
: Finally, in the area of leadership at

the State Department of Education level,; the placemenf

¢

- ! . - - - —_— ,,,,,,,7,,,,,77717
known from the bureaucratic standpoint for a long timg

that the presence of a committed person in the bureaud .

cracy on this topic yields very positive actions that

 BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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can be taken.

I would remlnd you that there are 2.1 million

_ﬁéepie* one of them by the law of averag 7§ an

one of those 2:1 million teachers is a vain expectation.

" teachers to come forth in more effective ways, and

ebuple of demonstratlon progects in each state, ’éaa I

31 |

‘We have named a number of different
strategies here, leadership training. research and
development.. We are talking about crganizatienal
changes, changing the infrastructure of education:.
elementary and secondary “school teachers in this
éBuﬁE;§' If you walk down the street and pass 190

elementary or secondary school teacher. This is the

To expéct tc refcrm.lt and to expect to reform every

I oo - : S |
What we can do; however, is change the
organizational structure to make it more efficient

and to allow for ‘the creative abilities .of those

that is what I.am suggesting today.
* i o ,
We have hamed a number bfedifferent

strategies -- 1eadersh1p training, in- serv1ce traxnxng

programs for 50 states, 40 resea'ch proaects, a

have costed this out: What massive amount of money

would this add up to? It adds up to $40 million.- Now,

BURT REPORTING ABEBDCIATES
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my experience in Washington is that $40 million doesn'p
even show up in tne budget of the United States. 1t
is merely an asterisk, because-nothing lower than

850 million is even worth writing down.

So, for the cost of $40 million, we can
prbvide'ieéderéﬁiﬁ training; iﬁ-ééfviéé traiﬁihg,

'

tions énd;.fbr'that Very small amount of catalytic»-“

, méﬁé§"wé can do é’gféét'aéai to %mprbve the educa-'

cansrder recommendlng to the Secretary of Education.

" some of these ‘kinds of concepts and ideas. Thapk you

'Gér§'ﬁﬁéh; (Applause

Coumisgioner BAKER: Thank you; Professor
Gallagher féi so expertly showing us the social and |
socxetal context in whlch we may mcve- |

'Dr: Klnsbourne is now wrlltng to. illustrat*

.the BEEér element the role of the 1nd1v1dua1 the
qﬁalltles of the human. being. br; Klnsbou?ne is the
D1rector of the Department of Behavroral Neurology,
ét the Euntce Kennedy Shriver Center in Whltham

Dr. MARCEL\KjZSBOURNE, ﬁeﬁﬁeré of the
Caﬁﬁiééiaﬁ; ladies and géﬁtiéméﬁ:

.
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The brain determines the intellectuadl
ootentizl. Experience detérmines the extent to whiech

it can be realized. The diversity -- can you hear me

.zt the back? (Cries of "N&!')

Dr: KINSBOURNE. Well, why could you hear him?®
(Laughtér.)
achieve, the:e'wouldistill be tremendous diversxty
in accompllshment Given the faét thét é:’('p’érién'f:é

as such dlffers greatly, there is even more d1vers1ty

in eccompllshment:

The 1mportant polnt is that there is-no

ki nd of experience whlch can push up the potent1a1

set by the onlogxeal llﬁltétlbﬁé'Df:th@*btaiﬁ, but

there are many kinds of experiences that can pull it

down.

"It follows from this that, Within éﬁy.‘
huroan group, any ethnlc or soexo«economn: sa:'ple,
but none of them wlll reellze thélf potentlal unless
they are also afforded the opportunxty to do so.:

Gan we tell frbm the human hcaln hUW Well
it functioos or Will'funct;on? As 'your Chairman

pointed out, there are quite a few neurons in that

o N A
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year by year:. For all I know, thé faster we lose

r
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brain. Some Brains are bigger than others, perhaps

beeause_they are full of ‘meurons or sometrmes because.
they are full of water. However, it is important €6
reallze that the Size of the brain is hebihaieatiBB
of how well it works. -This heEBﬁeé iaaéaiatéiy |

obv1ous as ‘we - consrder that the male brain is some

20 per eeht larger ‘than the female braln;;and yet

men know in their hearts that women are smarter.

Nor ihd;*d is it the number of synapses;

although they are 1mperfect1y named . ih faetr ybu

reaches a'péak at age 18'months; and it deereases

7

:thém, the hetter“we,dp. I am not assertlng thlS, it

is one of three p0551b111t1es of what foes on.
So 1t is not; 1n fact the hardware..~it

'

is the pattern of usage of that hardware, whxch is
limiting; and I wiil return to thls.
‘Now, what factors, early factors can '

éfféct the. evolution of brain maturation and its

;ultrmate excellence? There are organic factors,

,théré'aré eszonential = factors. jeértaiﬁlyg éariy'

‘BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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the case:

155t that ultimate function ife limited. But I would
like to éﬁbﬁééiié that that degree of malnutrition:

that degree of deprivation, is rare in this country.

and it is riot ﬁéfﬁiééiBié to writé off the children

of the underpr1v11eged as probably having been

damaged with regard to Eﬁeif'ﬁbﬁéﬁtiai; that is oot

| The brain is'gfégay for nutrition. It

sucks it from the Bbdy 'it is the iéét-part“ofeﬁﬁe
body to suffer from even sevete.méiﬁEEEiEiBEL

But how about malnutrition of the mind?

‘How about deprlvatlon of.experlence9 LéE.Eé4i116§-

trate for you how thls works and how 1t does not work

six to nine_mbﬁiﬁé; with a éondition SUCh as diglbcé-
tion of- the hxps, whlch is sometlmes “done. During
thxs perlod of tlme, that Chlld cannot move. Wﬁeh

the cast is removed he does not functlon at a three—

. ;

ﬁeﬁfﬁ ééé ef méturity;.hé is at the one-year level.
'Tﬁé Brein conErbi'ééEEéié have maturéd,_régerdléss
‘of whether the act1v1ty has occurred: fﬁé same is
the cé e -for mental development No type of
eiﬁteiieeéﬁéi §EéEVétibﬁ can limit the elaboration of

2l
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- starvation of the mind does not . have i1t effects. It

mot ivat ions. They are the adoptxon of maladapt1ve
"styles, of-tenszons and manxpulations and-magical

'thinking, xnstead of effectxve effort.

go. It is not so iiiucii'tiié inculcation of informa-

_ refiectxve style drxven by intellectnal curxoszty.-

And to anttcxpate my later pOInt* those teachers who

.

36
circuitry in the brain; and it is not the case at. that
'criti'ca'i period, beyond which tige what has not been

learned cannot be 1earned*

There are éritiééi periods for certain ducks;

but there are not crxtxcal perxods for people éo

it is not the case that somethxng lost eariy cannot
bevrecovered. If early~1nterveot1oﬁ has not oceurred,

let's have 1ate intervention. There is no time at
nere _
Whi’ch we eéﬁﬁot :L_iitérVéﬁé.
-ﬁ&wé%éf; that is not to aséeft that éafiy'
has béry Eérioiié obvious oﬁe§§ but they are not of

the ntellect but of the emotions. They are attl-udes;

»Ahd if those gifted who are, in fact, in
deprived circumstances, to be enabled to realize -

their 56téﬁtiéi} that is where the effort has to

tion. Information is avaxiasié: 1t is there and

you will :firid it out. It is in tiie modeling of a

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES |
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can model that style are the appropriate teachers for

éo; then. the 6556rtﬁnitiesfthat are

<1ntellectual life. Enrichment 1s a delusion.
Enrichment cannot rarse the potential of the brain

It is the extent to Wthh a person 1s w1111ng to pay

attention tb matters intellectual ‘that determines
-

,.

‘Let me define mental 1life in relatlon to

the reaction of the rntellect 1nto learning, under-

giﬁénaing; énd discovery. How are they limited by

‘brain?

Learning, not at all. It is possible for

people who are severely retarded to know an awful lot

The Board had an idiot, savan who,; with an I. Q. of

- minus something, kﬁawg,all the ministers of Bulgaria,

¥

;with legitimate liaisons and combrnations. . If one,
{péis enough selective attention to anything, one wrll

know 1t whatever the" level ‘of one's function.'

Is there any limit in the brain to how
much ééﬁ‘sé known ? There is noue. And I will

illustrate this w1th the interesting example of

bilingualism

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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. - People have'wondered if there is a

iéngaégé area and there is; for the ftrst language;
where - does the second language sit? And where does
the third language sit? And those people who are
members of the Commission who know four to eight to
twelve languages, how can they keep them within their

heads? : . . N
Time after time, it has been found that.

this is a vain pursuit: The same neurons that do the

ftrst Ianguage do the second do the thlrd do the
fourth, do th'e.fi'fth..° The same equipment can be used
for endlessly diverse purposes: |
-sog'for-knowiééges.there is space; for
understanding, ot so much. That is a matter -of
brain métﬁiation and qﬁité an extension of it. At -

. what level of complexlty can matters be understood

-

for aiéééeéfy of infoiﬁétion. To what éitéht.één a

”

person go beyond the 1nformation glven and make his

o }
o}
T
O,
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you W111 be, pi'és*dl but you cannot teach it. But
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you have it.
far spoken about unlversals of the braln But how
about diverse styles? I have méﬁtiaﬁéa;iﬁéfféetiVéf
@ o L L i
Stylés versus effective styles; but how about differen

styles, equally effective, for different purposes:

It is the case, and we know this' from previous studies|,

that there is no one iﬁtéiiéctf But there are méhy

s —

synthetlc. f course, there are those but there are

many more. Just Because there are two halves of the ~

Awbrain doesn t. mean there are two halves to the

4

inte 11ect;
’ fhéré are ﬁéﬁyi-many forms of iﬁteiiiéeﬁéé:’

ThEﬁf scmetlmes; there is a cycircél
reiatlonshrp, somettmes related to one thlng, §ome -

times to another‘ Thls is.approprlate for a

dlver51fied complex soc1ety

22

23

-

Rﬁdwi.thét each of us has in our heads strength;
which we flaunt, weaknesses; which we cautiously
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weakness? Obviwmsly, we should capltallze on the

éfféﬁé?:ﬁ'éha teach survival skills in’the area of
weakness, so that the person

- e J
barriers, not the artrfreial barrlers that rectlfy

an overburdened school system but real barriers s0

that we may move effectlvely in society and then a

exercise their skills they actually have because those

are needed.

the gifted requ1re 1s not SO much extra trme to learn

1f they have role models that 1mpe1

them to be drxven by the1r own curlosity,

they will

'teacher could endure.

pat 1n the extra time way beyond what any schooi

The 1mportant thlng is to

%

present to them the example. of something with a’

genu1ne d151nterested love of knowledge.

-Géﬁﬁétitiﬁénééé?

éomﬁétitiVe’ SS ith other chlldren be the spur

hécanse, then; all you can ever do is a little bit
better than the next person, and how goo&‘ s that?

You have to compete with yourself; and that never

ends’. - . L

- . . So, with regard to the gifted person, and

Not by any means s&oﬁid'

LI







o

EN

'sy Ehiss_i'mean the really gifted person, -- not the

€op 5 per cent; not even the top 1 per cent, but tha

réally gifted person we are talking about .-- you don't

¥

 need teachers with special skills and training and

. curricula: You need teachers who are inspirational.

N

* And, thefe is one more thing that you need.

To be gl”ted 1s ‘to be exceptlonai To be exceptional
Iis a potentlal mlsfortune To be glftéa'iéito be

dlfferent. It is maladaptlvei You are weird. Wﬁif
xnterests ' thew does not interest you.: You try very

.hard to pretend to be ordinary You put on your dark

intellectual giasses You pretend to be dumb. But

you cannot get away w1th 1t because they reallze that

you are cheatlng, that you are reaiiy smart.

To bé gifted means that you are going to.

. have a mhcﬁ harder time in life.

About 500 years ago; a eﬁiﬁéﬁéﬁ; with
whom I am otherwise not acquainted wrote the followin

Eﬁoﬁéﬁé;4 Famxies, when a child 4is born, hope that }'

e w111 be intelligedt. I, through intelligence,

*hhav*ng ruined my own life, cén oniy bﬁbé'ﬁbéﬁ ﬁy,éon:

,conclude a tranqu11 existence by-becoming a cablnet"
‘ministet." (Laughter:)

BUORT REPDRTING ABSDCIA‘I‘EB
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what we face in-the societal Cbhtext'that Dr.

'Associate Director of the Bureau of Education Research
at the University of Connecticut, has agreed to speak |

to us. Dr. Renzulli.

am pleased to have this opportinity to-address the

- Commission and am delighted with the remarks of both

 gée a signal from the back-that they -- is .this better

Let me appeal to you not’ to envy the
giftéa;.saé to sympathize with them. And let me urge
the Commission to'consider thetatﬁey not only leave:
opportunlty, but also support: Tﬁéﬁkﬂyeﬁ; }{Aﬁﬁiéﬁse;j

Comm1ss101 BAKER Thank you, Dr. kiﬁsbogiﬁés:
for thisihSightfuiand eiegant assessment of what we.

can expect from the individual. And that; along with

Gallagher has told us of, 1eads us to begxn to talk

about the. ways these two can come together and how

Dr. Gallagher has so adept;y,characterlzed;

On this, Dr: Joseph Renzulli, the

'Dr. JOSEPH RENZULLI: Thank you very much: I

ﬁf; Kinsbourne and EE Galiagher.. I think tﬁéi

I would like to spend -- I am sorry. I

3

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES . .

i K 142



10

11

21

22

23

43 | "

- I gave a talk one time and a person put

their hand up at the back and said ‘they couldn't hear.

/

me- And someone sald "Well I am in thé-front- I

Ean hear and I w1ll/be glad to exchange seats with

you." So:4- (laughter)

- . : would like to really restrict my
< 7 . N
remarks to two/specific area é one being the areas

of regular cﬁériculum that I think need to be

éansidétéd in meeting the needs of brlght youngsters

and, secondly, s ome of the klnds of program designs

in the education of more ablé ybuth.
¥ Eﬁia" one of the great tragedies of the
egalitarian era of the isoa;ig that, in some ways,

we reduced the amounts of rlgor that wéré_ordinaril§

v

representatrve of American edueation and the result
of thls has been a decline in SAT scores,,all the
storresfthat you folks know; |

A report released recently by the

7'Education Products Information Exchange, whiéh lé a

non- -profit consumer educational research organlzation
in New York, I think hlghlights dramatically some of

these kinds of deélining scores and thé reasons for

,them.
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44
1 would like to quote Eo you from a brief |’
report on 2 study of textbook content. . "Sixty .per

cent of the fourth graders in non-disadvantaged

zéchbblé were able to score over 80 per cent on tests

‘of the content of their math texts before they had

used the textbopks for the school year: Similar
findings were reported on tests of .textbook content -

with students in fourth and tenth grade science and

ténth grade social studies:"

‘1 think that this. klnd of research high-

iighté the fact that there is‘ln ‘the so-called

_'regular currrculum a tremendous amount of lack of

challenge. When that many young people know the

subject matter of therr prescrxbed courses before

they ever set foot in the classroom I thlnk we -

'realize that a great deal of the trme of our highly

able youth is being wasted

o A fiore recent report from Phi . Delta Kappa-

‘ﬁagazinef by Mlchaei erst and I qubte, "Meanwhi le,

' wrth regard to the content and materrals, a sample

R

of U. S. textbook pubixshers agreed that their text -

books had dropped two grade levels in’ dlfflcuity over

,the last ten to fifteen years

. BURT REPnRTINa ASBOCIATES
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-

Caleornxa trIed to reserve two s.’tots on the statewxde

-

éddﬁtlﬁn list fbr téktbbbks that Qbfjild éhélléﬁgé thé

‘top one-thlrd studénts, no publisher had: a book to

present: 'iﬁé?“&ﬁﬁi&'&ﬁi? suggest reissuing text books
uld only S |

 from thé late sixties, wﬁiéh'aré ﬁ6w~ﬁﬁaeeéptabié :

becuase of 1naccurate portrayals of women or mrnorx—

ties, ‘or wr1t1ng new texts, which would 1nvolve at

least three to five years. in 660e16pﬁént.“
i think that, ‘once eéain;.EﬁiéjﬁiéﬁiiéﬁEé the

-

I think that the other point that I would iike -

to make and that a great ‘deal of our work at the

University of Connecticut has been focused upon is

giving greater attention to a broader conception of

'giffeaness. I was deii@hﬁea to hear Dr. iéiﬁsﬁéiifﬁé'

gifted and taiéﬁtéé
So I would like to repert to you very brxefly

this mernzng on some’ research that has been goxng on

- at the University bf CGnnecticut that has been entered

into the record in the materials that have been éﬁb—

mitted to the Cbﬁmiesibﬁ. Four years égb; with the -

-
(_‘,,‘__\




[N

_ Department of Eaaéétion; we were given_permissiaﬁjia

_the'top 15 to 25 per cent in any glven school district.

“their sieeves,and-the next 15 per cent were faded:

.,.

46

expand. our conceptlon of glftedness and the number

of youngsters served in programs for the glfted and

talented from the existing tradltlonal top 5 per cent;

as ””’uréd by achievement” 1nte1i1gence, and aptltuoe,

tests, to a somewhat broader concept1on that 1nc1uded

These youngsters were provrded any and all of the

top 5. per cent d1d not go around w1th arm bands on

Ehey weré 1Saigfiagaissa51é as far as the amounts of
servxces that were prov1ded '-.. :_ I
’ Through a variety of research studles,
looking at- both cognltlve and affected growth of
these youngsters we found that there were no maJor

dlrlerences in the qualxty of work that was produced

[

P

students out there tkan we ordlnarxly seem to be able
to ‘serve through exlstlng guidelines and procedures.'

I am amazed at the people who walk in with a statisti

N . BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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' and hlghlyrcapable youngsters in ﬁhatever Schcel

~,been‘enrolled in schaols wh1ch are more prestlgious,

E says,; ''We have 1. C nlrllon 01*tec youngsters

m\

or '"The top_2 or 3 cr-j‘per_cent-or the pprlHtth'iS
gifted:" I Béiiéeé'zﬁaﬁ a lot 1éigéi petcentage of

society; tﬁaiﬂy-youngstéré who hé-Vé-gbné‘ to the
better schools and had better educational opportunitig
r do belxé\ié tﬁ'o*ugh— and as Dr. i{{neb'o'urr
polnted out that these youngsters ex15t in-all gEBﬁpé,
and 1 think thar we. need ‘to create the kinds of
vehicles whereby h1ghly-able and hlghly potential
drstrict they happen to be a student 1n whether it
be a very préstlglous and well-endowed publxc or:
private §aﬁaai of whether it be in a small rural or
1nner clty school that we create in these klnds of

schools the coportunlties for highly-able youngsters

to have a cnmpetltive edge w1th children Who happen,

[l

‘would like to just simply reinforce

Bun'r REPDRTING Assncm'rt-:a
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My colleagues. have ably discussed the organizational,

48 |

things that Dr. Gallagher said about the  kinds of

support that the field of gifted and talented needs.

We havé limped aleng for many, many years on very

Sméii:éha»éimb§t ﬁbn-éxiSteﬁt suppbri ‘wﬁeﬁ you 166E

'.at it 1n comparxson with other areas of education

- if we- are going to be able to provide ‘a better

education for these youngsters.

Thank you very much. (Applause )

Comnissioner BAKER. Thank you, Dr: ﬁéaiaiiii‘

for thls skillful abstract of the work that you have

contrxbuted yourself §o miuch to, and that gives us

_é furthér approach to the matier of joiﬁiﬁg Eﬁ":

.indxviduai with the soc1eta1 resources for developmenu

In that same ve1n “we now have the

'pleasure of hearing from Br David Feldman Assdciété‘
Prﬁfésébt at the Eliot -Pearson Department of Ch11d

'Study, Tufts University-

- br. DAVID FELDMAN. Thank you, My. Chaimman..

BUHT REPDRTING ABBD-IA‘I’EB
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. the biologicél and the currlcula aspects of issues
_pertaxnxng to gifted and talented chlldren My own
remarks w1ll focus on conceptual reorganxzat:on; It

- is my. feellng tﬁat if. thxs noble and well~intentioned

. colleapues have focused on.

fExcellence , published now. more than 20 years ago.

-lt reads: . '%n<excellent plumber is 1nfin1te1y more

f

exercise is to have any reallzable 1mpact, 1t is’ g01ng

to ‘require major conceptual reth Eing of this fteld

as well as the more practical aspects that my

I would like to begin my.remarks; Mr. .

Chairman, with a quote from johﬁ éardﬁefié book,

admirable than an incompetent phxlosopher.
.The society which scorns excellence in
‘ﬁlﬁﬁﬁlﬁg bécaﬁee plumblng is a humble actiéitil
.and tolerates ahoddiﬁess in philosophy becads
It is an exalted activ1ty will have nelther
good plumbing nor good phi osppﬁy Nexther
'dité pipes nor ité-theotleQQWilllhold water.
There are three observations I wish to
make about the aﬁfféaf ététéfoé affairs in tﬁé fiéia
of gxfteditalented educatlon which are inspired by
John Gardner‘s”words:- Tﬁese'three,points will lead

v

ih turn to three suggestions for revising current
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1 ., - conceptlons of ta]:ent and taient deve10pment r:ti'iéi;ly
3 I wrll offer three recommendatlons for the future
5_ . The oyerall purpose of_my~remarks 1srto suggesttht :,
-4 | EEé'Eiﬁé has come for an o'\iéihaui' 'o'£ Eow we reshbnxv
.5 j,to. extraordlnary capablllty 1n our chlldren, th:Ls
6 " should be done ‘at the. practrca]: ]:eve]: at the
71 cohceptual 1eve1 and at the policy level as well.
8 R _ o ulftedness ir America ,‘ at 1east ln§6f§r
9 as the notion has mani fes ted itéélf in pubhc ¢
10 ' | é’du’cét_ion— is almost s&nonymous w1th general academic
i _ promise. Tc be labeled gifted has meant, withyfew
2| exceptions, to have scored better than about 98% of
i3 rone"s pee.rs. on a stanelérdioed IQ 'teét:_'; The price of
4 é&iﬁiééi‘én..fforf-the vast wajority of programs was and :
i5]| - is set by this standard. Sometimes the tendercy to
el ase IQ_goes,tovriai§6166§véitréﬁéé;':A year of 50 ago
.'v,,ﬁ | - ‘thete was a summer dance program in a town not- far
|| . from Boston whereeven the most §£aﬁigiag young dancer
19 had to fulfa;ll the cr1terion sét for admlssion. 130
2 o '-IQ or above. So my first observation is that gifted- .
21 ness in the Amer:tcan publi;c education system means
ol high IQ. High IQ, in tutn, is an’'indicator of general
5 . academic talent;. the 'capaBi:]::tty to do we]_:]: in standard
- 'school situations. It is almost as if we had decide;i
, ' ' 565‘? REPORTING [\EEEEiA‘?EE
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that giftedness was to ‘be aéfinéa as stréngth in

' phllosophy and all our children are ranked ln terms

of how promtsing they are in phrlosophy, even though

1

T wWe actually need (or ern_ant) very few.phllosophets;

The fact that gifté&néés Eéﬁ&é‘fa be
i

second observation that for a person to be labeled‘
gifted in Amerxca is to be gtven a promissory note

éBbUt his or her future. it is a. predlction that a-.
-given child will grow up and do something significant

or wathwhiié, At the time the label is conferred,

encouraging if the promissory note indeed predicted
-accurateiy who would and who wouid not make positive
\contributions to society, it is clear from the famDUS‘
'Terman study in California and, from others Eﬁét 1Q
&is.only a crude predictor.of-ruture success. And it,
predicts.success not'et.éii in many fields like art

1Q: "What does a gifted child do when he or she
érowe‘up?"' the anéwet ﬁbuld-héve_tb-ué similat to

where a six hundred pound gorilla sleeps: Anything he

BURT REPORTING ASSOCIATES
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has been éiééé&é& but IQ ItSEIf tells very llttle

‘about what that ch01ce might be:’ And it tells us even

the tendency to sort out the populace Into gifted and

.not gifted groups has been to create‘pern1c1ous

it'is therefore not status per se that is the problem;

_ in the classroom. I am simply arguing that exclusive

-

1égs about how £0 help make a choice into real

ﬁéfiprmance;

My th1rd point is that a chsequence of

3

status divisions among our children. John Gardner
argued in Excellence that status differences are a
natuzal consequence of different levels of pérformance|
it iéséihittagz status that is objectionable and that
we ‘rightly ¢ai1 “éiiéi